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BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: The time is 4:49 

p.m. This is Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan, the 

Safety Battalion of the New York City Fire 

Department. I'm conducting an interview with 

Richard Battista of Engine 76. 

Q. Richard, explain to us what you remember on 
September 11. 

A. Well, September 11, the day started out 
normally just like any other day. The men had gotten 
up for breakfast and I turned on the channel, I turned 
on the news TV and we saw that one of the World Trade 
Center towers had been struck by an airplane. At that 
time we thought it was an accident. Shortly after, the 
second plane struck the second building. We started 
receiving our alarms and everybody came over the voice 
alarm telling us exactly what to do. 

Members started to turn out and we made our 
way downtown. We took a route along the West Side 
Highway and on our way down there you could see both 
towers in flames and you could see a lot of smoke in 
the immediate area. On arrival we got there, the 
Lieutenant had - Lieutenant Farrington, told us 
basically what we needed to do as to - just start 


getting to a staging area and while he was receiving 
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his orders from the Battalion, we pretty much kept a 
wait in front of what is now -- I think was the 
American Express building. 

At that time he just told us basically to 
prepare, getting extra water, whatever else we might 
have needed for the flight up. I think he was getting 
reports of possibly going up to a building, one of the 
floors in the second tower. 

Q. North tower or the south tower? 

A. Sorry, the north tower. At this time, I had 
just been waiting for a while, and all I could remember 
from my vantage point was seeing civilians jump out of 
the buildings in the west side of the tower and landing 
around the surrounding streets. At that time, to be 
honest I didn't really focus too much on what was going 
on around me because I was sort of fixated on what was 
happening up above, so I didn't really get too much of 
a time to notice what was happening immediately around 
me. I know there was a lot of people running back and 
forth and there was havoc, but it didn't really dawn 
upon me at that time that I should be aware of my 
immediate surroundings. 

Once they started falling, we got a report of 


a firefighter being injured, from someone maybe 
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falling, so we decided to move back further away from 
the tower. I remember specifically the command post, 
which may have been, I don't know, maybe 40 feet in 
front of us, something in that nature. When I saw 
that, Lieutenant Farrington told us to move back so we 
were sort of underneath a garage area when we first 
heard reports or guys yelling that one of the towers 
was coming down. I was able to stick my head out and 
look up a bit and once I saw that I just immediately 
turned around and ran into the building. 

Within seconds everything was pitch dark. I 
remember something actually hit me on my shoulder, what 
it was I don't know. It could have been a helmet, it 
could have been something that hit me on my left 
shoulder. Even though we weren't immediately in front 
of the south tower, in that vicinity, because I wasn't 
able to see what was coming down around me, I thought 
maybe it was a piece of the building or something, so 
at that point I just ducked into a corner and put my 
-- rolled up in a fetal position, just balled up and 
waiting for the worst to be over. 

Once things settled down I heard firefighters 
asking for help. Someone actually stated oh, I have 


asthma. I can't breathe, whatever. So I was one of 
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the few firefighters that I remember who actually had 
my cylinder on my back, because some of the 
firefighters had actually put them down to rest, 
because we had been waiting for a while. 

At this point I turned on my flashlight and I 
tried to look for anyone that I might be able to assist 
within the garage area, keeping in mind I didn't know 
how badly affected the building I was in was. I just 
knew it was pitch black in front. I couldn't see out 
where I came in from originally, so I thought who 
knows, maybe we are underneath or trapped as well. 

After some of the haze started clearing, we 
started seeing bits of light, but we couldn't exactly 
see the entrance. Lieutenant Farrington had the 
forethought of getting a search rope tied off toa 
bannister and made his way out to the back of the 
building heading towards the west river. He started 
calling out to the members of the 76 and other 
companies. We found the line and made our way out the 
building and back down under some steps and coming out, 
surfacing on the other side. 

At that time I really don't remember too many 
other faces, because myself, I have a little over a 


year on the job, so I really don't know too many other 
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people from surrounding companies, just a few familiar 
faces. 

I do remember once we made it out the back of 
the building, running towards the river and I saw 
several members of our truck company, 22 Truck. Those 
were the only distinguishing faces I could make out. 
Not only was it hard to see, but a lot of helmets were 
covered with soot at that point after we made it out 
the back, so it was difficult to even see some of the 
numbers, even if I did look for it. 

At that point we waited by the river and 
tried to gather everyone because all the members who 
were in the Engine that day, I think two of the members 
might have gone a different way, so we were waiting to 
catch up with them and then we were waiting to make a 
voice communication with them over the handy talky, but 
there was just so much confusion that that wasn't able 
to happen right away. 

Eventually we did meet up with them and we 
started walking up north when the second tower 
collapsed. At this point that walk turned into a run 
very quickly and we made our way to, I believe it's 
Vesey or on West Street, and started going up West 


Street until we were able to come to another meeting 
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point. 
Other than that, that's pretty much all I can 
recall at this point. 

Q. The point that you are just talking about 
now, had the second tower come down yet or not? 

A. No. 

Q. What happened after you met at that point, 
did you go back at all or did you stay up there when 
the second tower came down? 

A. Once we made it out to that meeting point 
where the Chiefs were trying to get a head count over 
on West Street, I was (inaudible) for a message from 
the Chief's aide and found out that we had to go back 
in eventually to find -- to see how many members we 
could find. This took some time, because like I said, 
everything was out of whack. People -- whole companies 
weren't together, so it took some time for us to not 
only gather the men but gather our bearings, because 
you could imagine once we were waiting we also got 
another report of a plane in the area, so we thought 
possibly at that time that another building around us 
might get struck. 

I remember sitting down and drinking water 


and trying to get a bite of an apple or something by 
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that time. When we finally did get our job duties, 
what we were supposed to do, we started gathering up 
again and we were told we had to turn out ona 
spreading fire in what I believe is 6 World Trade 
Center or the customs building, possibly a bank. 

At that point, this was later on, closer to 
the afternoon maybe, maybe 12, but I'm not exactly 
sure, during that time -- 

As I was saying, once the afternoon came 
around, 12 or 1, by that time I think a new officer had 
met up with our company, we had Captain Jirak take us 
into that fire on that 6 World Trade Center where we 
helped extinguish some fires on the back of that 
building. 

Prior to that, earlier in the day, just to 
backtrack a little bit, when the second tower 
collapsed, I remember we were all by the water way, by 
the river, right on the river's edge, and we were 
looking in the general direction of the towers, but you 
couldn't see much, because I believe the other 
building, maybe 4 World Trade Center or the American 
Express building, was blocking our view. We couldn't 
really see nothing but what was up in the sky. 


Once we finished extinguishing the fires, we 
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once again met up on West Street with Captain Jirak and 
we just waited for further orders to go out and start 
making searches. That's about it. 
Q. Okay, anything else you would like to add? 
A. No. 
BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Thank you Richard, 
for all your help. This concludes the interview 


it's now 5:05 p.m. 


